II. CONSONANTS
There are thirty-three consonant phonemes in Mr. Tirana's dialect. [b]
The voiced bi-labial plosive when occuring initially is slightly unvoiced as in Midwestern American speech, but not to the same degree that is feels that there are two vowels at the beginning with the stress on the second. This feeling is due to the fact that in Albanian, as in some Indian languages, the stress is weak at the beginning of a vowel but during the vowel gradually increases to a point of prominence, and then declines. In languages such as English, on the other hand, where an initial vowel may be preceded by a glottal stop for emphasis, the most prominent part of the stress comes at the beginning and the force gradually diminishes throughout the course of the vowel. In Albanian the glottal stop is never used in this manner as an auxiliary for the sake of emphasis.
The secondary stress-accent occurs in some words, chiefly compounds, when they are pronounced in isolation. Example: kundershtim 'contrast' [,kunr 'Stim] . But its chief function is in connected speech, where primary word-stress frequently becomes secondary sentence-stress under the influence of the rhythm of the sentence, as may be seen upon reference to the texts. Secondary word-stress may also, under the influence of the rhythm of speech, become primary sentence stress. Example: gjithfare 'of many' [ [b]
The voiced bi-labial plosive when occuring initially is slightly unvoiced as in Midwestern American speech, but not to the same degree that is usual in Southern English. In emphatic speech, however, it is frequently fully voiced. After a vowel in the same syllable it is voiceless, except in emphatic speech when it is only partially unvoiced, or even occasionally fully voiced. It rarely occurs finally, and when it does is likely to be unexploded. Examples: biba 'turkey' ['bi:ba], babei 'father' [ba:b].
[t]
The breathed dental plosive is slightly aspirated in all positions. It is very dental but is rather a 'dark' or velarized sound, formed with the body of the tongue lying well back in the mouth and somewhat raised toward the soft palate. [k]
The breathed velar plosive is about cardinal in its place of formation, but perhaps a little farther back than the ordinary English one. It is slightly aspirated, and followed by just a faint trace of affrication. [t]
The breathed dental plosive is slightly aspirated in all positions. It is very dental but is rather a 'dark' or velarized sound, formed with the body of the tongue lying well back in the mouth and somewhat raised toward the soft palate. It is articulated chiefly by means of the advanced tongue-tip, thus avoiding the slight affrication which is inevitable when the entire blade of the tongue is expanded laterally in the region of the upper teeth, as in French or in most languages where the 'clear' quality of the dental [t]
The breathed dental plosive is slightly aspirated in all positions. It is very dental but is rather a 'dark' or velarized sound, formed with the body of the tongue lying well back in the mouth and somewhat raised toward the soft palate. It is articulated chiefly by means of the advanced tongue-tip, thus avoiding the slight affrication which is inevitable when the entire blade of the tongue is expanded laterally in the region of the upper teeth, as in French or in most languages where the 'clear' quality of the dental When the same speaker adopts a somewhat more rapid and casual style, the sequence [2] + vowel is replaced by a single sound, a glottalized vowel. The glottalization is not of the type known as creaky or intermittent voice, which occurs so commonly, though quite without phonemic significance, among English speakers, and where a number of distinct pulsations are heard as the vocal cords periodically cease their vibration momentarily. It is rather of a type giving the impression of a certain tightness running throughout the vowel. This effect is produced by a manner of vibration of the vocal cords which allows only a limited amount of air to pass between them. The preceding consonant is also affected by this type of vibration. If a plosive or fricative, it loses all trace of aspiration, and is represented by a completely unaspirated subsidiary member of its respective phoneme.
Each glottalized vowel sound constitutes a separate phoneme from the same vowel unglottalized in the same style of speech. The example ['tS'i:Ste] is still to be contrasted with ['tSi:fte], which has the normal type of vowel sound during whose course a greater volume of air passes through the glottis, producing a somewhat breathier effect.
[?]
The glottal plosive occurs in only one position in Albanian. It is immediately followed by a vowel, and immediately preceded by the initial consonant, or consonant group, of the syllable in which it stands. It is found in compound words. In cases where the last sound of a final consonant group of one word is carried over, in connected speech, to begin the first syllable of the following word, it may either appear or not appear, depending on the style of speech employed. When the same speaker adopts a somewhat more rapid and casual style, the sequence [2] + vowel is replaced by a single sound, a glottalized vowel. The glottalization is not of the type known as creaky or intermittent voice, which occurs so commonly, though quite without phonemic significance, among English speakers, and where a number of distinct pulsations are heard as the vocal cords periodically cease their vibration momentarily. It is rather of a type giving the impression of a certain tightness running throughout the vowel. This effect is produced by a manner of vibration of the vocal cords which allows only a limited amount of air to pass between them. The preceding consonant is also affected by this type of vibration. If a plosive or fricative, it loses all trace of aspiration, and is represented by a completely unaspirated subsidiary member of its respective phoneme.
The glottal plosive occurs in only one position in Albanian. It is immediately followed by a vowel, and immediately preceded by the initial consonant, or consonant group, of the syllable in which it stands. It is found in compound words. In cases where the last sound of a final consonant group of one word is carried over, in connected speech, to begin the first syllable of the following word, it may either appear or not appear, depending on the style of speech employed. The breathed alveolo-palatal aifricate, which might in 'narrower' transcription be represented by the group [cv], is formed with the tip of the tongue pressing against the lower teeth, and the blade of the tongue pressing tightly against the alveolar ridge at either side. The point of contact of the central part of the tongue is in the alveolo-palatal region. The contact of the tongue during the stop is rather weak as in the case of the affricates. There is the slight degree of aspiration that is usual in the language, and of course a noticeable off-glide, both going [n]
The 'dark' dental nasal is distinctly velarized, and very dental, with a rather large area of contact of the tongue. The sound bears a resemblance to [m] in employing during its final stage especially strong contraction of the lingual muscles followed by a very rapid release, while a large volume of air is forcefully exhaled through the nose. It is also of rather long duration. [n]
The 'dark' dental nasal is distinctly velarized, and very dental, with a rather large area of contact of the tongue. The sound bears a resemblance to [m] in employing during its final stage especially strong contraction of the lingual muscles followed by a very rapid release, while a large volume of air is forcefully exhaled through the nose. It is also of rather long duration. The 'dark' or velarized, very dental lateral is non-fricative and is sulcalized by the rounding upwards of the edges of the back of the tongue. When final after a long vowel the degree of this sulcalization is more noticeable. Then, also, the characteristic unrounded [u] [n]
The 'dark' dental nasal is distinctly velarized, and very dental, with a rather large area of contact of the tongue. The sound bears a resemblance to [m] in employing during its final stage especially strong contraction of the lingual muscles followed by a very rapid release, while a large volume of air is forcefully exhaled through the nose. It is also of rather long duration. It is never followed by The 'dark' or velarized, very dental lateral is non-fricative and is sulcalized by the rounding upwards of the edges of the back of the tongue. When final after a long vowel the degree of this sulcalization is more noticeable. Then, also, the characteristic unrounded [u] [rr]
The fully-rolled alveolar sound normally consists of two taps with the tongue-tip, although more taps may be added for emphasis. It is a sound somewhat 'darker' perhaps than [v] The voiced labio-dental fricative resembles the breathed one except that the vocal cords are in vibration, the aspiration is missing, and the breathy on-glide appears in the form of a voiced h, sometimes even a faint obscure vowel, before the [v] [rr]
The fully-rolled alveolar sound normally consists of two taps with the tongue-tip, although more taps may be added for emphasis. It is a sound somewhat 'darker' perhaps than [j]
The palatal semi-vowel is quite without friction and not at all high in its tongue-position. Except initially it might easily be mistaken for 
Nasal Vowels
The type of nasalization in the following vowels is rather peculiar. There is no great contraction of the nasal passages as in French or in some colloquial American speech, but rather the nasal passages are wide open, so that a large volume of air may pass out quite freely, thus producing paradoxically an effect on the ear of much weaker nasality.
[i]
The tongue position of this sound is somewhat more retracted and a little lower than that of the principal member of the unnasalized [i]
Vowel Glide
There occurs in Albanian an intrusive vocalic glide which cannot be considered a separate phoneme of the language, since its presence or absence is not used to distinguish one word from another. It serves in an auxiliary capacity as a means of making more easily audible those consonants occurring in combinations where their distinctive character would not otherwise be so readily heard.
It has been noted earlier that breathed consonants tend to keep their aspiration in all positions except finally in a syllable, when the following syllable begins with another consonant. Now similarly the neutralvowel glide above mentioned does not occur after a consonant that is final in the syllable, when the following syllable begins with another consonant. Just as it is not necessary to indicate as a separate speech sound this aspiration, which serves as a means of distinguishing consonants occurring in combination with other consonants, so likewise it is not necessary to indicate as a separate sound the voiced vocalic glide which occurs after a voiced consonant followed by another voiced consonant, as in 
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Nasal Vowels
The type of nasalization in the following vowels is rather peculiar. There is no great contraction of the nasal passages as in French or in some colloquial American speech, but rather the nasal passages are wide open, so that a large volume of air may pass out quite freely, thus producing paradoxically an effect on the ear of much weaker nasality. 
VI. SYLLABLE DIVISION
If two or more consonants occur between vowels in a polysyllabic word, the syllable division appears to be determined by the stress at a fixed point which is always the same. It is usually between the consonants, but a fricative followed by a single non-fricative consonant 
